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Listing of claims; 



1. (Canceled) A- mcfee d- for - oontrollinfi baoldightinfi, oomprioing: 
oontinuouoly mcQsunng - iffliibient ji^tH^onditien^^ oomor; 

produoing a oontinuQug light Icvol oigool in rosponso to tho cotitiji'uous m e asvuing by-lfeo 
light Dona ett 

p f0dii(ang - a - e0ntinuoua - foodbaQk gignol - in rcflponoo - to tho oontinuoiia light l e ^'^ e l signal; 

(Uld 

produoing a signal for dri\Tng baoldighting in responao to tho - QontinuouG fe e dback signal 
snch that the driving signal driv e s the backlighting in proportion to ambient light . 

2. (Canceled) The method of claim 1, whoroin tho oon^inu €^ ^3 f ee dback signal is 
produc e d by gumming the continuoTjg light - l e v e l signal and a voltago - foforonco signal at a first 
input nod e ^ an ■ anyKfi e rv 

3. (Amended) The method of claim 24, wherein the voltage reference signal is produced 
by a bandgap voltage reference. 

4. (currently amended) Th e m e thod of daim 2, A method for controlling baddighting, 
comprismg: 

continuously measuring ambientjijxht conditions with a light sensor: 

producing a continuous light-level signal in response to the continuous measuring bv the 
light sensor; 

produdng a continuous feedback simal in response to the continuous light-level sianal, 
wherein the continuous feedback signal is produced bv summing the continuous ligfat-Icvcl 
signal and a voltage reference signal at a first input node of an amplifier, and wherdn the 
continuous feedback signal is provided by coupling an output of the amplifier to a second input 
pin of the amplifie r; and 

producing a signal for driving bacldiahting in response to the continuous feedback signal 
such that the driving signal drives the backli^ting in proportion to ambient light 

5. (Currently amended) The method of daim 44, wherdn the continuous light-level 
signal is produced by supplying curr^t from the continuous feedback signal to the light sensor. 
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6. (Currently amended) The method of claim M, wherein the continuous light-level 
signal is produced by resistively coupling the driving signal to the light sensor. 

7. (Currently amended) The method of claim 44, wherein the driving signal is 
produced by a switching circuit and an inductor;, wherein the switdnng circuit operates in 
response to the continuous feedback signal, 

8. (Canceled) A circuit for controlling backlighting, comprising: 
m e ans for continuously measuring ombien t-tigjbH 

means for producing a continuous light l e v e l signal in r e sponse to tfao oontinuouG 
m e asuring by th e- ambi e nt l i fiht - measuiififi m e ans; 

m iplifior mcana for producing Q - e e nfe»euG foodback signal in r e sponse to th e continuous 
light lovol aignal; ob A 

means for produdng a -3 ignd - for - driving^aok t ifihting4n rocponoo to the oontinxious 
f ee dback signal such that th e dri\ing s ignal driv e s th e bacldi^ting in proporti(m - to flmbien l 

9. (Canceled) The oirouit of elaim - S» whoroin the continuous f ee dback signol - i s- produ e o d 
by summing the continuous light l e ^^ e l signal and a voltage rofcronoo signal at a first input nod e 
of - tho - omplifior moaa s? 

1 0. (Currently amended) The circuit of claim 9}X wherein the voltage reference 
signal is produced by a bandgap voltage reference. 

11. (Currently amended) Th e circuit of claim 9, A circuit f o r coflt^^l^i^p; 
backlighting, comprising: 

megms for continuously measuring ambient light: 

means for twoducine a continuous ligfat-level signal in response to the continuous 
measuring bv the ambient li^t measuring means: 

amplifier means for producing a continuoxis feedback signal in response to the continuous 
light-level signal, wherein the continuous feedback signal is produced bv summing the 
continuous light-level signal and a voltage reference signal at a first input node of the amplifier 
means, and w herein the continuous feedback signal is provided by coupling an output of the 
amplifier means to a second input pin of the amplifier mean s: and 
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means for producing a sigaal for driving backlightin|g in response to the continuous 
feedback signal such that flie driving signal drives the backlighting in proportion to ambient 
hght > 

12, (Cuixently amended) The circuit of claim SIL wherein the continuous light-level 
signal i$ produced by Supplying current from the continuQUS feedback signal to the ambient light 
measuring means. 

13- (Currently amended) The circuit of claim SIL wherein the continuous light-level 
signal is produced by resistively coupling the driving signal to the ambient light measuring 
means. 

1 4. (Currently amended) The circuit of claim ^11, wherein the driving signal is 
produced by a switching means and an inductor, wherein the switching means is arranged to 
operate in response to the continuous feedback signal. 

15. (Canceled) A - Gircuit - for controlling baoldighting, comprising: 

a light sensor that is curang e d to oontinuoualy mooouring ambiont light conditions; 

a resistor ■ that - ia - arrongod - to - pirDduoo a oontinuoufl light - lev e l oignal in responso to - tho 
continuous m e asuring by th e li^t sensor; 

an amplifi e r that is oirongod - to - produoo a continuous f ee dback signal - in - rospoMO to tho 
continuous light level signal; and 

a driver that is arrang e d to produc e a signal for driving baoldightiDg in r e spons e to tho 
oontinuoug^ocdbaelc signal ouoh that tho driving signal drives tho baoldighting - jn proportion to 
ambient light. 

16. (Canceled) Th e circuit of claim 15, wherein th e oontinuouo foodback signal is 
produc e d by sumniing - die OQntinuou»4iflht lovol signal and a voltag e refer e nco signal at a first 
input nodo of tho amplifi e r. 

17. (Currently amended) Th e circuit of claim 1 6. A circuit for controlling bacldi^ling, 
comprising: 

a light sensor that is arranged to continuQualv measuring ambient lipfat conditions: 

a resistor that is arranged to produce a con tinuous lieht-level signal in response to the 
continuous measxiring bv the light sensor: 
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an amplifier that is arranged to produce a continxious feedback signal in response to the 
continuous light-level, and w herein the continuous feedback signal is provided by coupling an 
output of the amplifier to a second input pin of the amplifie r: and 

a driver that is arranged to produce a signal for driving backlighting in response to the 
continuousJeMback djg^ that the driving signal drives the backlighting in proportion to 
ambient light 

1 8. (Currently amended) The circuit of claim 4^17, wherein the continuous feedback 
signal is coupled to the light sensor. 

19. (Currently amended) The circuit of claim i#17, wherein the driving signal is 
produced by a switching circuit and an inductor, wherein the switching circuit is arranged to 
opiate in response to the continuous feedback signal. 

20. (Canceled) A method for controlling - booklightina comprising r 

producing a oontinuoufl light lovol signal in r es pons e to a continuou s- moofluring of 
ambient light conditions by a light sensor; - 

produdng a continuous f ee dback signal by summing tho continuous light l e v e l signal and 
a - voltago ^ r - ofoFOfico -s ignal at a first input - nodo of an amplifi e r in r e sponso to tfic oontinuouj light 
level s ignal, wher e in th e continuous - foedfanok -s igB a^ ^d continweug light lev e l signal ore 
sunmi e d using th e sam e substrat e where th e omplifior io formed; and 

producing a signal for driving ' baoldighting in rocponse to th e continuous f e edbadk - signal 
such that th e driving signal driv e s th e backlighting in - propGrtion to ambi e nt li^t. 



21. (Canceled) Tho method of claim 20, wh e r e in th e continuouQ foodback signal 

is produced by ooupling on output of the nmplifiav to^i-gooond input pin of the ampl ifier . 



Pages of 7 



PA(X1(V13*RCVDAT1/27/20067:29:OOPM [Eastern St^^^ 



